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Last Friday, we opened our doors to prospective parents, giving them an opportunity to meet the senior leadership team and 
be taken on a tour led by pairs of Year 6 pupils.  It was a lovely chance for others to see our wonderful pupils and staff at work 
and we received this rather delightful email afterwards: 
 
‘We were taken around the school by two Year 6’s and wanted to take the opportunity to acknowledge how impressed we 

were by these pupils. They were extremely knowledgeable of the school and passionate about their education and what 

Woodlands offers. They were so polite, detailed, eloquent and respectful in all of the conversations and questions we had for 

them.  

They are an absolute credit to both the school and their parents, and we wanted to take the opportunity to feed this back to 

you both. I know that as parents ourselves it would be lovely to hear similar feedback. 

 

It was a great showcase of your school, and the hard work that your leadership and whole school team clearly put into making 

it a lovely place for children to start their educational experience.’ 

Well done, Year 6!! 
 
I hope you have a chance to read through the proposal to join the Coppice Primary Partnership.  You can share your thoughts 
and ask questions on the electronic form provided or drop-in to one of our sessions in school: 

The first will be after school on Friday, 6 November 2026 between 3.15 and 4.15 pm and the second on Tuesday, 10 November 
2026 between 7 and 8 pm.   

Please be assured that I have personally spent a lot of time looking into the pros and cons of joining a MAT.  It is not         
something to rush into.  The governors and I have ruled out other Trusts and feel Coppice fits our school.  We believe it will 
add strength without taking away our identity or my responsibility to lead the school as headteacher.  The day-to-day          
experiences of our pupils would not look very different and we would only change things if they were not working - we would 
do this anyway.  It would mean sharing skills, expertise and good practice across schools and learning from each                     
other. Financially, we do not believe it would have a huge impact but it would again provide additional expertise and           
experience to the finance team. 

 
Back to the business of learning this week….. 
 
Year R children have had more visitors this week. They were delighted to welcome dental nurses from Stradbrook Dental   
Centre in Tonbridge. The children listened carefully and learned all about how to brush their teeth and why it is important. 
Afterwards, they had great fun brushing the teeth of the toys in the classroom.   
 
Year 1 has had a fantastic first term, packed full of exciting learning! From exploring 

trees and maps to writing full sentences and developing their understanding of numbers 

to 10; the children have been incredibly busy. This week, they have been learning about 

compass directions when they headed out onto the playground to draw what they could 

see to the north, east, south and west. In science, the children have enjoyed exploring 

the different seasons and discovering how trees change throughout the year. 



This week, Year 2 have been exploring materials as part of 

their Science topic. After learning the new vocabulary 

‘flexible’ and ‘rigid’, they explored lots of different materials 

to see whether they could bend, stretch, twist or be 

squashed. They noticed that some materials such as elastic 

and fabric were more flexible compared to stones and plastic 

which were rigid.  

In Science, Year 3 became fossil detectives, finding out how fossils are formed and   

gathering interesting facts. The children then used what they had learned to create 

comic strips showing the fossilisation process, combining pictures and scientific         

vocabulary to explain each stage. They put a lot of effort into presenting their learning 

clearly and creatively. 

 

Year 4 pupils have been exploring nonet poetry through the theme of the seasons. The children enjoyed learning about the 

structure of a nonet and carefully counting syllables to create their own  poems. They used ambitious vocabulary and          

descriptive language to capture the colours, sights and feelings of summer and autumn. We were incredibly impressed with 

their creativity and the way they brought each season to life through their writing. Well done, Year 4, for producing such 

thoughtful and imaginative poems!  Year 4 are also looking forward to telling you all about their learning in their assembly next 

term. Dates are on the newsletter so don’t miss them!  

 
This term in music lessons, Year 6 has been learning about the Blues. They have listened to a variety of pieces and learned 
about the history of the Blues. They have also been learning about pentatonic minor scales, playing them and using them to 
improvise over the Blues song, Wade in the Water. As well as music, the pupils have been carrying on working creatively on 
their ottava rima poems in English, about the ‘Miracle’ of Dunkirk. We will show you some of the results after half term.  
 
On the subject of half term, the year group are bringing homework home that will hopefully get them out and about in the 
fresh air whilst learning more about their WW2 topic – it would be great if you could encourage and accompany them on this. 
There is a ‘treasure hunt’ with prompts to find local evidence of the WW2 ‘fortress town’ that we live in, as well as suggestions 
for days out in London and Kent. There is also a ‘pillbox safari’, which is a Tonbridge walk spotting these existing ‘relics’ of the 
second world war. 
 
It has been an incredibly busy first term, and we appreciate the support you have provided to settle your children in.  We hope 
you are able to spend some time with your children in the next couple of weeks – don’t forget to try out some of our ‘Let 
Grow’ activities to build resilience (and have fun!) 
 
Best wishes, 
Vicki Lonie 

Football Tournament 

 
On Wednesday, seven boys from year 5 took part in a football tournament at Sackville School. They played five matches in the 

group stage, winning four and drawing against Hildenborough (who were all year six pupils). With their results, this meant that 

they had made it into the final and they were against Hildenborough again. This time, they came out on top with Archie A  

scoring the only goal. A fantastic effort by all the boys and another trophy to add the cabinet.  

Science Ambassadors 

Please join me in welcoming our new Key Stage 2 science ambassadors. I am very excited to 

be working with such an enthusiastic group of young people. I would also like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the children who took the time to apply for these roles. It really is 

encouraging to see the passion for science in our school.  

The ambassadors are getting settled into their new roles, but will be in touch with news on 

science as we move through the year, so watch this space.  

Mrs Joyce, Science Lead 



Guitar Lessons 

Tom Williams has ONE space left. 

Acoustic/electric, rock/pop, total beginners 
very welcome.  

Please contact Tom directly on 
07736051082/tomwilliamsmusic@hotmail.com 

 

Piano Lessons 

Would you like your child to learn             
piano?  Mrs Jones has space for new pupils 
(KS2)  on Fridays.  For all information please 
contact Kent Music by  using this link:  

Kent Music - Your musical journey starts here.   

All students need to have a piano or  keyboard (preferably 
touch-sensitive) to practise on at home. 

On Wednesday, Woodlands Football Team started their league campaign. This year, they have entered a league that has been 
created by the sports partnership with the team starting in Division Two.  

On what was a wet and cold afternoon, the team played Skinners Kent Primary School in their first match of two. With a very 
young and inexperienced team, the nerves of representing the school was definitely on show as they struggled to take control 
of the game. Soon enough, the team took control of the match and started to create a hatful of chances, which they couldn’t 
put away. Finally, a sublime finish from Oli R after some excellent defensive work by Harrison W saw Woodlands take a       
deserved lead into half time. The second half was pretty much the same as the first, but Woodlands struggled to capitalise on 
their dominance. However, the opposition’s keeper made two fantastic saves. The game finished 1 – 0. 

Their second game was against St Matthews Primary School and with a change of positions, Woodlands dominated from the 
first whistle and picked up an early goal from Rocco D. Woodlands quickly doubled their lead as the keeper of St Matthews 
placed the ball on the floor, thinking it was a goal kick and Oli R put the ball into the empty net. St Matthews responded with a 
goal of their won from the penalty box after a poorly timely challenge. Woodlands continued to create multiple chances at the 
end of the first half and throughout the second half, but somehow couldn’t find the back of the net. After a few tense           
moments, Oli R scored another to settle the nerves of the team and Woodlands ran out as 3 – 1 winners.  

A positive start to the season but plenty to work on.  

 

The next round of fixtures will take place after half term.  

KS2 pencil cases 

Please restock your child’s pencil case over the half term.  

Pencil, Rubber, Handwriting pen, Glue, Scissors, Ruler 0 –30cm, colouring pencils. 

Attendance 

We end Term 1 at Woodlands with a fantastic whole-school attendance figure of 96.8%. Thank you to all our families for    

working with us to make sure children are in school every day.  

We have also seen a great improvement in children being on time. Being punctual is such an important part of the school day. 

Arriving on time gives children the opportunity to settle in, greet their friends and start their learning positively from the very 

first lesson. 

Mrs Stone and I will continue to be available on the gate each morning. If you are experiencing any barriers to getting your 

child to school on time, please do speak to us. We are always happy to work with families to find solutions and provide       

support where needed. Together, we can ensure that every child gets the best possible start to their day. 

As we head into the colder months, there are bound to be more coughs and sniffles around. If your child is a little under the 

weather but well enough for school, please send them in. We'll keep a close eye on them and let you know if they need to go 

home. Often, children perk up once they're with their friends and into their daily routine.  

We find out on Friday which year group has won the own clothes day for highest attendance percentage this term, the         

children are very excited to find out! 

Mrs Adams 

mailto:07736051082/tomwilliamsmusic@hotmail.com
https://www.kent-music.com/


Term Dates  

 

2026/2027 

Term 1: 01/09/2026 - 16/10/2026 

Term 2: 02/11/2026 - 18/12/2026 

Term 3: 04/01/2027 - 12/02/2027 

Term 4: 22/02/2027 - 25/03/2027 

Term 5: 12/04/2027 - 28/05/2027 

Term 6: 07/06/2027 - 21/07/2027 

 

2027/2028 

Term 1: 02/09/2027 - 14/10/2027 

Term 2: 01/11/2027 - 17/12/2027 

Term 3: 05/01/2028 - 11/02/2028  

Term 4: 21/02/2028 - 31/03/2028  

Term 5: 18/04/2028 - 26/05/2028 

Term 6: 05/06/2028 - 21/07/2028  

 

Inset Days (no school):  

Friday 15th October 2027 

Tuesday 4th January 2028 

Diary Dates 

2026/27  

12th Nov   Year 5 - Carroty Wood 

14th Nov   Fireworks, gates open at 4.30 

17th Nov   Walnut Assembly, 2.40pm 

18th Nov   Hazel Assembly, 2.40pm 

19th Nov   Chestnut Assembly, 2.40pm 

28th Nov   Christmas Fair 

22nd Jan   Quiz Night 

29th Jan   KS2 Disco 

5th Feb   KS1 Disco 

5th Mar   Bingo 

12th Mar   Break the rules day 

14th May   KS2 Disco 

21st May    KS1 Disco 

 

New dates/times in blue 

 

 



 



 



 


