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This week’s core value focus was on RESPECT and looking after our school and equipment.  KS2 pupils were also introduced to 

two new games for the field – Petanque and Kubb. 

There was great excitement in Year R this 

week when the children had a visit from    

another of our ‘Superheroes in the            

Community’. Farmer Richard came to tell the 

children all about life on a farm.  They had a 

virtual tour of the farm and learnt about    

harvesting maize, milking and feeding cows, 

chickens, sheep and donkeys. They loved ‘driving’ his tractor and sitting in the 

tyres and the scoop.  

Year 1 joined Reception to learn about farms. They met Farmer Richard who spoke about how important farming is to our 

lives. The children were given the opportunity to sit in his tractor and experience what it feels like to be a real farmer. Thank 

you for visiting, Farmer Richard!  

On Tuesday, Year 2 visited the Methodist Church as part of their RE topic. Each class met the        

Reverend Kirsty who taught them about why the church is a sacred place for Christians. She showed 

them different objects from around the church and why they are important, including the bible, the 

cross and the stained-glass windows.  

As the term has progressed, so have Year 3’s skills in art. The children have studied examples of cave 

art and have taken time to experiment with different media and techniques to 

try and imitate examples. This has included working with charcoal and red 

paint to replace the ochre that might have been used. They have depicted a 

journey through their pictures. This might have been a hunt or a feast. To bring 

this together, the children 

shared a large piece of paper 

and brought all their work together and this was then exhibited on the railings 

outside of the classroom. They have worked on perfecting the detail and       

depicting animals using mixed media.  

 

This week in history, Year 4 children have been learning all about the Danelaw. They discovered 

how the Danelaw came into being, and researched the key players in creating a united Anglo-Saxon 

and Viking England. This included Alfred the Great, Aethelflaed, his daughter, and the ‘best named’ 

Eric Bloodaxe! They created mini fact files for each of them and finally, as a class, they debated 

whether Alfred should have given land to the Vikings.  



This week in Science Year 5 answered the question ‘Why are the Sun, Earth and Moon 

approximately spherical?’ We learnt that it’s because of gravity. A planet's gravity pulls 

from the centre to the edges like the spokes of a bicycle wheel. This makes the overall 

shape of a planet spherical. However, in the words of Archie S ‘Planets aren’t completely 

spherical because when they spin, they squash – it’s like a beachball being slightly 

squashed at either end. The middle bulges out and the poles are slightly flattened.’ We then made paper    

planets to show this. 

For the last couple of weeks, Year 6 has been researching why having a healthy lifestyle is so important. Science lessons are 
focused on learning about the human body and how it works. In English, they have written reports to educate families on why 
and how a diet full of fruit and vegetables, wholemeal carbohydrates and minimal junk food is essential for a healthy body and 
mind. We hope that the Year 6s are bringing home their knowledge – they have some excellent top tips for healthy snacks! 
 
Woodlands also want to congratulate the Year 6 house captains for 2025/26 as voted for by their peers. 

Finally, thank you to all of the parents who have parked with consideration of our neighbours this week.  

Have a super weekend. 

Vicki Lonie 

Who you gonna call?! 

As you know, we are very fortunate in having hard-working staff 

who care for your children every day.  Jo Stone is a pivotal part of 

that team – providing pastoral support for both parents and pu-

pils. However, we have noticed a shift in the last 12 months 

which we need to address.  Firstly, some   parents are developing 

an over-reliance on Mrs Stone and expect to see her on a nearly 

daily basis.  Please be mindful that we have over 500 children in 

our care and her help is sought frequently by many.  If that level 

of support is required, it may be that a       referral to Early Help 

or other organisations is required.  Do speak to Mrs Stone so she 

can signpost – it is not possible that it is always her that provides 

the direct support. 

Secondly, we have noticed that some parents are going to speak 

to Mrs Stone when really it is the class teacher who should be 

contacted.  If there are issues within the class or with friendships, 

then please contact the teacher to discuss directly.  Mrs Stone’s 

role is not to be a go-between and teachers genuinely want to 

discuss your child with you if there are any concerns. 

We want Mrs Stone’s time to be shared out for those seeking 

support – if we could clone her we would! �  

Open Mornings for Reception 

2026 
 
We will be holding two open morning events for           
Reception 2026.  
 
These will be held on: 

• Friday 3rd October 2025, 9.30am - 11am 

• Monday 17th November 2025, 9.30am - 11am 

Please arrive at 9.30am for a talk from Mrs Lonie, followed 
by a tour of the school from our Year 6 pupils.                     
If you wish to attend one of the open mornings, please 
complete the following form: 

https://forms.office.com/e/pwSr8SSzvH 
 
 

Lunchtime supervisor cover 
 
From time to time, we have staff sickness which means 

teachers have to fill in for lunchtime supervision.  This is 

not ideal as they have other tasks to complete during this 

time (as well as eating!)  If you would be interested in   

being an on-call lunchtime supervisor for such occasions 

(you can choose to say yes or no on the day), please get in 

touch with the office.  Your help would be greatly         

appreciated. 



Term Dates  

 

2025/2026 

Term 1: 01/09/2025 - 17/10/2025 

Term 2: 03/11/2025 - 19/12/2025 

Term 3: 05/01/2026—13/02/2026 

Term 4: 23/02/2026 - 02/04/20226 

Term 5: 20/04/2026 - 22/05/2026 

Term 6: 01/06/2026 - 21/07/2026 

School Lettings 

Woodlands school are now able to offer lettings of the Oak 
Hall, Muga and Field.  

Letting charges evening (up to 5pm) / weekend users: 
  
Hall £20 per hour + £30 unlock and lock  
  
Muga £35 per hour + £30 unlock and lock  
  
Field £50 per hour + £30 unlock and lock  
 
Please contact the school business manager for  bookings on 
SBM@woodlands.kent.sch.uk 

Woodwind lessons 

If you are interested in your child learning the flute, recorder, 

clarinet, saxophone, trumpet or cello please contact Nicky to 

discuss lessons. 

Nicky Catterwell: MA, BA (Hons) 

Instrumental Teacher: Flute, Recorder, Clarinet, Saxophone, 
Trumpet, Cello, Theory up to grade 5 

Email: n.catterwell@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 07713 164930 

Website: www.nickycatterwell-flautist.co.uk  

Diary Dates 

2024/2025  

26th Sep  PTA Quiz and AGM 

01st Oct  Year 1, Bedgebury 

06th Oct  Years 1 and 2 Harvest Festival 

14th Oct  5 Rowan to Bewl Water 

15th Oct  5 Hornbeam to Bewl Water 

16th Oct  5 Sycamore to Bewl Water 

4th Nov  Flu Spray 

7th Nov  Individual and Sibling Photos 

15th Nov  Fireworks 

23rd Jan  Year 5 Young Voices 

New dates/times in blue 

Christmas Dates 

8th Dec  Year 3 Christmas Carols to the community

   (Methodist church) Timing TBC 

09th Dec  EYFS performance, 2.15pm 

10th Dec  EYFS performance, 9.30am 

12th Dec  Year 3 Christmas Carols to parents  

   (Methodist Church) Timing TBC 

15th Dec  Year 1 performance, 2.15pm 

16th Dec  Year 1 performance, 9.30am 

18th Dec  Year 2 performance, 2.15pm 

19th Dec  Year 2 performance, 9.30am 

Christmas Card Competition 

Tom Tugendhat MBE has invited children in our community to 

design a Christmas card which he can send to people across 

the country. Drawings must be on A4 (landscape or portrait), 

stick to a Christmas theme and have the child’s name signed 

on the front so it will appear on the card. The winning designs 

will win 100 blank copies of their own card, a prize and an   

invitation to have a tour of the Houses of Parliament with their 

parents.  

If your child would like to take part, please hand in your      

entries to either Miss Castle or the school office by Monday 

13th October.  

mailto:n.catterwell@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.nickycatterwell-flautist.co.uk







