Welcome to Year 6!

Meet the Team
6 Ash are taught by Miss R McBride,(rmcbride@woodlands.kent.sch.uk) supported
by Mrs Dew, Mrs Oxley-Clemments and Miss Hill.

6 Aspen are taught by Mrs K Duffin (kduffin@woodlands.kent.sch.uk), supported
by Mrs Giggs.
6 Hawthorn are taught by Mrs Timms (vtimms@woodlands.kent.sch.uk) ,
supported by Mrs Smith (Mon- Wed) and Mrs Thompson (Thu-Fri).
Mrs Anacleto (maths teacher), Mrs Richards (music teacher), Mrs Lang (PE
teacher) and Mrs Brooks (French teacher) are also vital parts of the Year 6 team.

The Year 6 Curriculum

The Curriculum
 You

will find the curriculum map and letter on the Year 6
class page on the school website.

Reading


At Woodlands, we love reading.



It builds the foundations for writing, introduces children to new
vocabulary, gives them confidence and opens up the whole curriculum,
as well as a world beyond school.



Above all, reading brings enjoyment.



In order for children to fall in love with reading, we ensure we give
them time in school to explore and read new books.



Our new library and our class reading corners are home to a range of
high-quality fiction and non-fiction.



Each year group has specially selected high-quality, age-appropriate
texts which we call our ‘Star books’; we encourage children to read
these for challenge, inspiration and enjoyment.

Star books (suggested reads)


Tom’s Midnight Garden- Pippa Pearce (1958)



Carrie’s War- Nina Bawden (1973)



The Nowhere Emporium- Ross MacKenzie (2015)



Cosmic- Frank Cottrell Boyce (2008)



Wonder- R.J Palacio (2012)



Clockwork- Phillip Pullman (1996)



Skellig- David Almond (1998)



Coraline- Neil Gaiman (2002)



A Monster Calls- Patrick Ness (2011)



There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom- Louis Sachar (1987)

Reading
Here are our 4 reading rules for parents:


Listen to your child read every day - even if it’s 5 or 10 minutes.



Read to your child every day - even if it’s just a paragraph or a page.



Talk to them about what they are reading every day.



Let them see you read frequently, whether it’s a book, newspaper
or magazine. If children see adults absorbed in and enjoying
reading, they will see it as a normal part of grown-up life.

Writing
Expectations for writing are high in Year 6 (punctuation and
grammar).
 At Woodlands, we aim to provide exciting writing opportunities,
time for purposeful practice and effective feedback. We base our
lessons on an approach called ‘Talk for Writing’ that takes children
through three stages.
 We teach grammar and punctuation within our English lessons and
in two further half hour slots a week.
 We teach new vocabulary explicitly every day. Our vocabulary goal
is to use lots of active practice to build word knowledge. Each day
we have a word of the day that requires children to use and apply
their new words in fun ways.


GPS glossary


We have supplied a GPS glossary which is available on our
website under the resources tab.

Spellings
We spend two weeks learning a spelling rule in class.

Spelling tests will be on topic specific words, high frequency
words, words of the day, tier two words and some words on the
spelling rule every Friday.
National curriculum words will be taught after all 12 rules have
been taught.

Spellings will be tested every Friday.

Spellings
The full list of the National
Curriculum words to learn by
the end of Year 6 are
available on our website
under the curriculum tab.

Maths
• At Woodlands, we believe in a mastery curriculum
where all children can learn all things.
• We work to ensure that mathematical concepts are presented to
the children in a way that allows the children to understand
mathematical structures securely.
• This means they can build fluency, solve problems and make
connections within the maths skills they are learning.
• We are supported by Mrs Anacleto for maths.
• Times tables are still important and we test every day!
• We follow the White Rose overview.

Maths
We follow the White Rose Maths overview for Year 6.

Maths
Help sheets are available on our website.

PSHE




At Woodlands Primary School, we have introduced a whole
school PSHE scheme called Jigsaw. Jigsaw combines
PSHE, emotional literacy, mindfulness, social skills and
spiritual development.

There are six Puzzles (half-term units of work), each with six Pieces
(lessons). Every year group studies the same Puzzle at the same time
(in order from September to July), allowing for whole school themes
and the end of Puzzle product which is displayed for KS1 in Acorn
hall and KS2 in Oak hall. Each year group is taught one lesson
per week and all lessons are delivered in an age- and stageappropriate way so that they meet children’s needs.

RSE
In 2017 the government passed an amendment to the
Children and Social Work Bill to make RSE and Health
Education statutory from Sept 2020.
• RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION IS COMPUSLORY
• HEALTH EDUCATION IS COMPULSORY
• But Sex Education is at school’s discretion
• Jigsaw teaches using a spiral based curriculum which
builds on the knowledge acquired from prior years. All
teaching is tailored to the age and stage of the
children.
“Parents have the right to request that their child
be withdrawn from some or all of sex education
delivered as part of statutory RSE”. NOT from
Relationships or Health Education.

PSHE


The full overview of what will be taught in Year 6 is available
on the website.

P.E


Please can all children come to school in their full PE kit on the days
that they will be doing PE.



Year 6 PE days:



Ash- Wednesday and Thursday



Aspen- Wednesday and Thursday



Hawthorn- Monday and Thursday



Remember long hair needs to be tied up and earrings removed.



In winter, please provide a track-suit and a hat  – unless the rain is
torrential or playground too icy we WILL be outside!

Computing


Digital literacy (including E-Safety)

Digital literacy is the ability to use computer systems safely, confidently and effectively.
In this strand, we teach the children how to safely and responsibly use technology.


Information technology

Information technology deals with the creative and productive use and application of
computer systems.
In this strand, we focus on the use of computers for everyday practical purposes. For
example, by using a variety of software to present information and by teaching the use
of appropriate search engines to research topics.


Computer science

Computer science is the study of the basic principles and practices of computational thinking
and the application of this in the design and development of computer systems.
In computer science, children gain an understanding of how computers and networks work.
Children learn how to program, debug and anticipate the outcome of algorithms.

Computing
In an ever-changing environment, we recognise the importance of
keeping up-to-date with the needs of the children. We, therefore,
regularly revise and improve our E-safety provision to meet
those needs.
 Children will learn (at an age appropriate level) how to keep
themselves safe online.
 Please monitor the time and access that your children have from home.
It’s essential to be realistic - banning the internet or technology will
not work and it often makes a child less likely to report a problem.
Education around safe use is essential.




Please visit the online safety guide we have on the website under the
resources tab for more information.

Homework

Homework in Year 6










The Year 6 children will use their new planners to log their homework
each week.
These planners should be brought into school every day.
This space is a great way for children and parents to access important
weekly messages, homework tasks, spelling words/ test dates, Times
Tables Rockstars battles and much, much more.
Homework tasks will vary and will sometimes be online tasks or in
available in their homework book.
We do not expect families to have to print anything. We will provide
copies of the tasks.
All homework is due in on the following Tuesday.
We do not expect families to have to print anything. We will provide
copies of the tasks.
Spelling test books go home every Friday.

Trips

Trips, Visits and other events.


This year, we are hoping to take the children on trips to really engage
them in the topics and enhance their learning. Below, you will see a
provisional outline of our intended trips and visitors for the next
year:



Term 2- Evacuee Day, WW2 trip (TBC)



Term 3- Theatre Visit



Term 4- Safety in Action



Term 5- ADAD (in school)



Term 6- Isle of Wight

Isle of Wight


We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that the 2023 Isle of Wight trip
will take place from Monday 26th June to Friday 30th June 2023.



If you have already made payments towards this trip – as most of you have – we
assume you have given permission for your child to attend the trip and we will
proceed on that basis.



In April 2023 there will be a parent information meeting where you will receive all the
details about the trip including timings, transport, catering, excursions, sleeping
arrangements and medical requirements and you will also have the chance to ask any
questions.



Please note that the full and final payment will need to be paid by April 1st 2023.



If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Miss McBride.

SATs

SATs





This academic year, the SATs will take place between Monday 8th
May 2022 – Thursday 11th May 2023
Over this period pupils will sit 6 different tests, with English
normally taking place at the beginning of the week and maths at
the end.
A presentation evening will be held in April 2023 to inform you of
how the week will work for your child.

Any Questions ?

